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Letter from the Director

As we head into the 2022/23 school year, our work with our state, Tribal, and

local education agency partners continues to pick up speed. In this issue of our
newsletter, we’re pleased to share a new blog on how we take an equity approach
to our work and an introduction to the Partnership on Strengthening Culture-Based
Elementary Math Education in Standing Rock.

In addition, we’ll introduce you to REL Central's Governing Board and provide
some highlights from our recent board meeting and recent visit to Standing Rock
Indian Reservation.

As always, we want to hear from you. Email us with questions or ideas about our work at
relcentral@mathematica-mpr.com.

Phillip Herman
Director, REL Central

Meet the REL Central Governing Board

In August, REL Central staff members and the new REL Central Governing Board (listed below) met

for an engaging and productive three-hour virtual meeting to get to know one another, learn about and
affirm the work underway in each of the REL Central region states, and elect a Governing Board chair
and vice-chair. Congratulations and a huge thank you to new REL Central Board Chair Dr. Curtis Garcia
from Colorado and Vice-Chair Mr. Josh Males from Nebraska!


mailto:relcentral@mathematica-mpr.com
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Resource Roundup

Blog: Approaching REL Central Work Through an
Equity Lens

We know that a variety of factors, in and out of schools,
influence student achievement, and we know that our
education systems consistently serve some students
less well than others. But do we know what factors

we should focus on to ensure that all students have
equitable opportunities to learn and succeed? Check
out this blog post by REL Central Director Phillip
Herman to learn about how we and our partnerships
are thinking through this issue at REL Central.

Where in the world is REL Central?

Tanyan yahipi. (Welcome, it is good that you have come).

Our partners at Standing Rock Tribal Education Department and Sitting Bull College believe that many
Lakota and Dakota learners may be alienated by the way math is taught in reservation schools. This is
because math instruction is currently based on a western model of math teaching and learning that might
not be well suited to the needs of many Native American learners. As we begin the partnership work of
integrating Lakota and Dakota culture into elementary math instruction on the Standing Rock Reservation,
two recent trips to the reservation have begun to bring school-based educators into the partnership. In
the first week of August, Doug Van Dine, senior researcher at REL Central, traveled to Standing Rock to
connect with this year’s cohort of Wawokiya Teachers during their initial orientation. Wawokiya Teachers
are experienced teachers or paraprofessionals in the district who strive to implement the Oceti Sakowin
Essential Understandings and Standards (OSEUS) into the classroom, provide OSEUS support at their
schools, and facilitate OSEUS and Lakota language and culture projects in their schools.

During the week, Van Dine participated in the orientation alongside the Wawokiya Teachers, learning
about the Lakota and Dakota culture and language from presenters such as Dakota Good House and
Elliot Bannister, and beginning the work of aligning current curriculum and lesson plans with OSEUS. Van
Dine was also able to share about the
partnership work to develop culturally
infused modules to support math

in grades 3-5, which was met with
excitement by several of the teachers
and paraprofessionals. To further build
partnership connections, the following
week Van Dine attended a weeklong,
virtual class led by Danny Luecke,
who is leading the work of the Dakota/
Lakota Math Connections project to
develop reference pages to support
math and language fluency.

Additionally, Phillip Herman, REL
Central director, traveled to Standing
Rock during the week of August 15. - : -
While there, he met with members of REL Central Senior Researcher Doug Van Dine at the Wawokiya
the Tribal Council serving on the Health, Teachers Orientation.

4.
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Education, and Wellness Committee, as well as Dr. Laurel Vermillion, Sitting Bull College president,

to share about the proposed partnership work. Throughout the week, Herman traveled to each of the
larger elementary schools on the reservation, sharing with principals and instructional coaches who all
expressed excitement about the partnership and work. Herman’s week at Standing Rock culminated with
the opportunity to share directly with Standing Rock teachers about the partnership work at the 2022
Professional Development Day.

Pilamayapilo (thank you all) to our partners at Standing Rock Tribal Education Department, Sitting Bull
College, the Wawokiya Program and Teachers, and the educators in Standing Rock schools.

Infographic: Introducing a Partnership for Strengthening Culture-Based Elementary Math Education in
Standing Rock

Learn more about the work of the partnership in this new infographic.

Coming Up Next...

Stay tuned for our next newsletter for more news about our work, additional resources, and
updates on our partnerships!

Connect with Us

0 For more frequent updates, please follow us on Twitter @RELCentral!

This work was funded by the U.S. Department of Education’s Institute of Education Sciences (IES) under contract 91990022C0015, with REL Central, administered by Mathematica.
The content of the newsletter does not necessarily reflect the views or policies of IES or the U.S. Department of Education, nor does mention of trade names, commercial products, or
organizations imply endorsement by the U.S. government.
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